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in one year ! " Before I could ask any questions he had
gone and I was once more left to my thoughts.
This was certainly the last place where one would expect
female company. I had been given to understand that the
chief danger here came from the baboons, which used to
come down from the mountains and make havoc with the
crops. Presently one of the relief guards came along with
tea and sandwiches and took over the guard while I had
my supper.
" Ever seen any women up here ? " I asked casually.
tf Me ? Heavens, no. As a matter of fact I have heard
that some of the natives encourage their wives to get money
out of the troops, but I've never seen 'em. I've few enough
rupees for beer, let alone women. You can forget about
them and keep your eyes open for any marauding monkey."
Fortunately, my own watch went off without any
untoward incident, and so far as I was concerned the night
remained undisturbed. However, just after dawn I was
acting as sentry at the main entrance to the factory when
a native from the road came up and spoke to me. He
spoke tolerable English, and he began to tell me that he
had lost his bibi or woman. I told him to be off but he
persisted in his story. Seeing that he refused to go, and
realizing that I was quite unable to help him, I reported
his presence to the sergeant. I called out to the guard-
room, and as I did so the native ran over to the other side
of the road and up a low embankment, waving his arms
and shouting hysterically. The sergeant swore and followed
the man across the road. I could see the native pointing
to the ground, ^,nd the sergeant then called me over* I
protested that I couldn't leave my beat, but'he readily
gave me permission, and 1 ran over to where the two men
were standing. There on the ground, half covered with
earth and with a gaping wound> lay the body of a native
woman.
Consternation ! The guard w^s called out and each man
was asked if he had heard Anything unusual during the
night The inquiry drew a complete blank, whereupon
the orderly officer was summoned. We had a yoting lieu-